Official Document of School of Life Sciences, Xiamen University
[(2014) ShengYan No. 1]
Provisions on the Requirement of Academic Papers for the Application of Doctoral and Master's Degree in the School of Life Sciences

In order to further standardize the degree-granting regulations, to coordinate with the revision of the training programs for graduate students, and to improve the quality of postgraduate training, we now make the following provisions for the requirement of academic papers for the application of the doctoral and master’s degree in our school, according to the corresponding provisions of Xiamen University (Xiamen University Graduate School [2014] No. 31).

1. For the application for the Doctoral degree, a Ph.D candidate (including foreign students) is required to publish at least 1 research paper in journals of JCR Area I/II or at least 2 research papers in JCR Area III/IV after his/her admission to the graduate school. The research presented in the papers should be related to his/her dissertation work. Abstracts, conference papers, commentary and review papers are NOT acceptable, NEITHER are papers published in supplementary or special issues of a journal. 

2．For the application for the Master’s degree, a graduate student (including foreign students) is required to submit at least 1 publishable manuscript, approved by his/her supervisor, to the academic degree evaluation committee of the school after his/her admission to the graduate school. The research presented in the manuscript should be related to his/her dissertation work.

3．For all published research papers, the applicant must be the first author of the paper and the School of Life Sciences, Xiamen University must be the first signature unit. (The requirement for graduate students sponsored by the national oversea education program will follow provisions of the Graduate School).

4．All papers qualified for doctoral degree application must be published or formally accepted. For the papers formally accepted but not published, the doctoral supervisor must certify the student’s authorship order as well as the School of Life Sciences at Xiamen University as the first author affiliation in the paper. 

5．For successive master and doctoral program students, the papers used for doctoral degree application must be closely related to their doctoral thesis if the papers were published after their entrance into postgraduate program.

6．Co-first authorship recognition: the co-first authors in the top three ranking in the paper published in JCR-I Journals can be accepted; the co-first authors in the top two ranking in the paper published in JCR-II Journals can be accepted; the co-first author in the top one ranking in the paper published in JCR-III or JCR-IV Journals can be accepted.

7．The doctoral students who have completed the training programs in accordance with the regulations of the learning program, passed the examinations, obtained the required credits, and passed the thesis defenses, can graduate and obtain the graduation certificates. However, the doctoral students cannot be granted the doctoral degrees if they do not fulfill the paper publication requirement.

8．Doctoral students (including the doctoral students from foreign countries, or Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan regions) must apply for the doctoral degrees within six years after the thesis defenses if the paper publication requirement is fulfilled. If not, the doctoral degree applications are regarded as abandonment by the students and cannot be processed in our school.
9. Master students (including those from other countries, and those from Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan regions) can submit to school their applications for the Master's degree within four years after passing their thesis defenses (starting from the next date of the defense), when they meet the required standard of academic publication. Overdue will be regarded as a waiver for the degree; and the school does not accept the postponed application.

10. For in-service personnel with equivalent qualifications to apply for a doctor's degree or a master's degree, the requirements for academic publications will follow the relevant provisions of the university.

11. The cognizance of JCR sections of the SCI Journals: the latest JCR release by the time of admission shall prevail. 

12. For matters not mentioned in the present provisions, “Regulations on academic publications for postgraduates to apply an academic degree in Xiamen University” (XiadaYan [2014] No. 3) shall prevail. The academic degree sub-committee of the school is responsible for the explanation of the present provisions.

13. The present provisions shall be implemented from the date of promulgation and applied to postgraduate students enrolled in 2014 and thereafter. The previous relevant “Provisions of academic publication for postgraduates in the school term” [(2008) ShengYan No. 2] is abolished at the same time (In order to maintain the continuity of policy, the academic degree applications for the postgraduate students enrolled in or before 2013 can be performed in accordance the with the previous relevant provisions as documented in [(2008) ShengYan No. 2] or in [(2011) ShengYan No. 1].
The School of Life Sciences, Xiamen University
Dec. 21, 2014
